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speak with a louder and more unified 
voice against this war? But we in the 
Out of Afghanistan Caucus are not call-
ing for an abandonment of the country. 
We just believe that a military occupa-
tion, which has had nearly a decade to 
work, can’t achieve the objectives of 
stability and security for the Afghan 
people. 

What we need is diplomacy. We need 
humanitarian aid, support for democ-
racy building and civil society pro-
grams. What we need are more re-
sources for agriculture, education, and 
infrastructure. These are the tools of a 
smart security strategy that can em-
power the Afghan people in a way that 
sheds no more blood. 

Mr. Speaker, warfare has only led to 
more warfare, emboldening the very 
enemy we’re trying to defeat. A peace-
ful civilian surge is actually the only 
answer. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in be-
coming a part of the Out of Afghani-
stan Caucus and help bring our troops 
home. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN addressed the 
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

UKRAINE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, the peo-
ple of Ukraine have been struggling to 
achieve a fair, independent, and strong 
democracy since the oppressive Soviet 
yoke was shed in 1991, but recent 
events in the southern Ukrainian city 
of Zaporozhia have raised alarm. 

A seven-foot tall statue of Joseph 
Stalin, the World War II Communist 
tyrant of the Soviet Union who was re-
sponsible for the Holodomor famine 
genocide in which millions upon mil-
lions of people starved to death, as well 
as the deaths of millions of Ukrainians, 
Pols, Russians, and so many others in-
side that tyranny, has been built out-
side of the city in front of the Com-
munist Party headquarters. Even 
worse, Zaporozhia authorities just de-
nied opposition groups the right to as-
semble to object to the statue’s public 
display. 

Since World War II, the world has 
come to know that Joseph Stalin killed 
over 50 million people inside those bor-
ders, and the repressive legions that 
supported him were responsible for 

such agony for so many. The elevation 
of Joseph Stalin with a monument is 
an affront to those who have fought for 
freedom around the world. Just as a 
monument to Adolf Hitler in Germany 
would be unacceptable, freedom lovers 
simply cannot stand by silently while a 
monument to Stalin, the mass mur-
derer of the 20th century, is erected in 
Ukraine. 

The story of U.S. citizen Eugenia 
Sakevych-Dallas, a survivor of the 
famine genocide in Ukraine, can clear-
ly express how Ukraine and her people 
were treated under the iron fist of Jo-
seph Stalin. She describes herself as a 
survivor of the forced famine in 
Ukraine of 1932–1933. She recounts: It is 
with tears of joy for the future and 
salty tears of pain for the past that I 
write this account of my survival. It is 
the bone-chilling nightmare of every 
child to have their parents dragged 
away by force, never to see them again; 
siblings sent to prisons, parents sent to 
their deaths. 

She was born in Mykolaiv Oblast and 
came from a happy family living off 
the land, but that happiness was stolen 
when, at the age of 5, they were forced 
to give away their home, their land 
was confiscated, and all their domestic 
animals were taken from them. Like 
many Ukrainians, they were left on the 
streets to starve. They were called 
‘‘Kulacs’’—enemy of the people. Her fa-
ther was arrested first. The Com-
munists came and picked up her family 
one by one, leaving her an orphan, an 
orphan crying with unbearable psycho-
logical wounds, alone, afraid, and 
starving. 

She remembers her beloved mother 
during that time trying to feed the 
children, doing what any mother would 
to care for her offspring. She found a 
few rotten potatoes in a field, and, for 
this, Stalin’s lieutenants arrested her 
and she was sent to Siberia. The pris-
ons during that time were over-
populated with people who had done 
nothing but try to survive. 

Memories flood back to her, as do 
tears, and she remembers the long, 
long lines of men waiting for stale, 
molding half loaves of bread for hours 
upon hours. Etched in her mind is one 
man whom she did not even know that 
finally reached the end of the line and, 
with starvation in his eyes, grabbed 
the little loaf and started to bite into 
it, swallowing it as fast as he could and 
then dropping dead right in front of 
her. 

Starvation is an odd thing, she 
writes. An empty stomach taking in 
bread is like swallowing cement. It 
does not absorb the nutrients. It hard-
ens and kills the human body. I lost 
my dear sister to starvation, a forced 
death, legalized murder, or murder 
that the Communists, at Stalin’s be-
hest, decided was mercy killing. 

They were constantly on the run 
while her family was being picked off 
one by one by the Communists. And as 
starvation took hold of the Ukrainian 
people, hatred filled their hearts for 

Soviet Moscow. Many faces still haunt 
her today—the trains of people, fami-
lies, old, young, starving, sick, hauled 
off with standing room only in those 
box crates. She became one of the chil-
dren of the street, one of the few sur-
vivors of that tragic time in history 
who ate grass, pinecones, and anything 
that was chewable in the shadows, 
afraid that they might be taken away. 
People were begging, starving, eating 
anything they could find—a dead horse 
if they were lucky. Thousands of people 
were falling over dead, millions upon 
millions of innocent people killed 
under the Communists. 

It was a sad time in history where, 
during the height of the famine, 
Ukrainian villagers were dying at the 
rate of 17 per minute, 1,000 per hour, 
and 25,000 per day, leaving only a few 
survivors to keep the history alive. 
They were stacked up like logs. 

The horror and panic of that time of 
tyranny is still with her. The hunger 
that plagued Russia and tortured the 
Ukrainian people in their scheme to 
slaughter and take over and annihilate 
the middle class, she says, Let us not 
forget. It is our duty to bring the 
memories and truth to the world. We 
must expose the hardships, the horrors, 
and the truths so that these atrocities 
never can happen again. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. BOOZMAN) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BOOZMAN addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

SENIORS TASK FORCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. SPEIER) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
majority leader. 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, the Demo-
cratic Caucus feels very strongly that 
seniors in America count and, in so 
doing, created a Seniors Task Force co-
chaired ably by Congresswoman 
SCHAKOWSKY of Illinois and Congress-
woman MATSUI of California. And we 
thought it was fitting tonight, this 
being the month in which we honor 
seniors, to spend an hour talking about 
the seniors of America. 

There are 45 million seniors in this 
country, and they have the right to ask 
us what have we done for them lately. 
And tonight, we’re going to ask that 
question, and we’re going to answer it. 

First of all, I think we should focus 
in on Wall Street, and our message is 
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